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Source reviews: Review methods  Assessment of evidence 

Scoping Review to inform prioritization of 

the guideline questions and critical 

outcomes (n=1) 

Scoping, Framework Synthesis and  

Meta-ethnography 

N/A 

Individual interventions for clinical practices 

(n=37) 

Effectiveness reviews, systematic reviews GRADE 

Antenatal testing (n=2) Test accuracy reviews GRADE  

Barriers and facilitators to access to and 

provision of ANC (n=2) 

Qualitative evidence synthesis: GRADE-

CERQual 

Health systems interventions to improve the 

utilization and quality of ANC (n=6) 

Effectiveness reviews GRADE 

Large scale WHO ANC  model (4-visit) case 

studies (n=1) 

Mixed-methods review, focusing on contextual and 

health system factors affecting implementation 

N/A 

 

Ways of evidence integration:  
Types of studies:  Qualitative and quantitative  
Types of Synthesis:  Statistical (inferential) and qualitative: Scoping methods: Framework synthesis and 
meta-ethnography.  Cochrane intervention review methods & meta-analysis, Cochrane Diagnostic 
Test Accuracy methods; Qualitative Framework synthesis and meta-ethnography.  
Mode of analysis:  Theory testing AND theory building. 
 
Questions addressed by mixed-methods syntheses: 
Qualitative evidence synthesis to determine outcomes of interest: What do women in high, medium- 
and low-income countries want and expect from ANC, based on their own accounts of their beliefs, 
views, expectations and experiences of pregnancy?  

Quantitative review of effects: What are the evidence-based practices during ANC that improved 

outcomes and lead to positive pregnancy experience and how should these practices be delivered?  

Qualitative evidence syntheses: Factors that influence the uptake of routine antenatal services by 

pregnant women: a qualitative evidence synthesis; factors that influence the provision of good‐

quality routine antenatal services: a qualitative evidence synthesis of the views and experiences of 

maternity care providers. 

Review designs used: It combined a segregated and contingent approach and sequential synthesis 
design.  Although the quantitative and qualitative reviews were undertaken separately (segregated), 
an initial scoping review of qualitative evidence was undertaken to establish women’s preferences 
and outcomes for antenatal care, which informed design of the quantitative intervention review 
(contingent).  A second set of qualitative evidence syntheses was undertaken independently of the 
quantitative intervention review to look at implementation factors (sequential).  Quantitative and 
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qualitive findings were then brought together in a series of DECIDE frameworks.  In this guideline 
there was no formal cross study synthesis process and limited testing of theory, the DECIDE 
framework however served as an integration framework. This design best aligns with mixed-method 
synthesis.  

Study methodological limitations: The Quantitative reviews used the Cochrane risk of bias tool.  The 
qualitative reviews used an instrument developed by Walsh and Downe (2006) and modified by 
Downe et al. (2007).  Methodological limitations were not assessed in the mixed-method review in 
case study 1.   

Data extraction methods: Qualitative evidence syntheses – data were extracted against an a priori 
Framework with additional use of a theory. Other quantitative reviews had method-specific data 
extraction forms, one of which was informed by a qualitative scoping review. The qualitative and 
quantitative review teams generally worked separately.  

Points of data integration: Some joint review team membership, using findings to inform next 
review design. Post hoc after completion of reviews at the evidence to recommendation stage.  Used 
GRADE and GRADE CERQual.  Integration of findings in PICO specific DECIDE Frameworks. 
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